
Kedushas HaBayis Guidelines
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To all Ahavas Olam Weingarden Torah Center Participants 'igiy

The spiritual leaders of our generation have recently issued a clarion call to closely examine the effects of
Internet usage on our families and ourselves.  I believe that a positive response to that call will have a direct
bearing on the future spiritual lives of our families and succeeding generations. 

The guidelines contained herein pertain to Internet usage for the home environment that I believe are
appropriate for our respected Olam.

Pertaining to the execution of many mitzvos, there exists a range of what is considered proper fulfillment.
There is the basic mitzvah requirement and then there are various levels of hidurim, which are upgrades in its
performance. Prominent amongst those is neiros chanukah, where Chazal established the following
spectrum: the basic requirement, mehadrin, and mehadrin min hamehadrin.  

A similar model should be recognized in relation to protecting our kedushas habayis – the integrity and
sanctity of our homes, for the benefit of our children and ourselves.

Basic Requirement

Installation of a suitable filter (such as k9) in each home computer and laptop.  Ideally the password
should be controlled by a third party.  If that is not possible, each spouse should know only one half of
the password, thus preventing spontaneous adjustment of the filter settings.

Mehadrin

Installation of a monitoring system (such as Web Chaver, or Yishmoreini1, which is the least intrusive
monitoring system available).  Besides for being a deterrent, a competent monitoring system will also
alert you when your filtering and monitoring is inadvertently uninstalled.  Ideally, installation of a
monitoring system should be accompanied with a suitable filter, as described above. 

Mehadrin Min Hamehadrin

Removal of all Internet capability from every home computer and laptop, or white-listing specific
websites (totally blocking social media and unexpected websites) while retaining full email capacity via
Yeshivanet or NativUSA.  Any matter requiring full Internet capability should be taken care of at a
remote location.

Regarding children’s use of the internet and other similar technologies, one should follow the guidelines
recommended by the school they attend.

Anyone in need of technical assistance can contact our specially appointed Ahavas Olam Weingarden Torah
Center Technology Gabbai - R’ Daniel Greenwald at 718-414-5923 or dgreenwald@gmail.com.

Adherence to these guidelines in kedushas habayis should be viewed as a family’s personal gift to Hashem.
As such, any cost or inconvenience resulting from these guidelines makes that gift larger and greater.

With utmost respect,

Rav Simcha Klein

1. See Yishmoreini.com for further detail on their specific monitoring policy.
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