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1) Q: If a baal habayis only has limited time to learn, is there a specific 

limmud that he should focus on (Gemara, Halacha, mussar, Daf Yomi, 

iyun, bekius, Tanach, hashkafa etc.)? 

  

A: Even though I have a kvius in Daf Yomi, if someone has only limited time I do not 

recommend Daf Yomi. Daf Yomi is very important for people who have already learned 

Shas. It is also mechayev such a person to be consistent in their chazara since Daf Yomi 

waits for no one. However a person’s learning needs to be an experience of simcha and in 

order to enjoy learning it needs to be beiyun. It is possible that Amud Yomi is better since 

it can be learned more beiyun. 

 It is also essential for a person to learn mussar. Even if a person only has five 

minutes he should make sure to do it every day. With mussar the quantity of time is not 

as important as that it be consistent every day. The best mussar sefer in my opinion is 

Mesillas Yeshorim. A person should dedicate five minutes of his learning every day to 

Mesillas Yeshorim. There is an excellent translation that was recently published by Rav 

Shoshana. 

 Learning Tanach is also very important. When I was in Yeshiva I decided that I 

needed to learn Tanach. I had a longstanding chavrusa for many years with Rav Gavriel 

Ginsburg Zatzal, who later became the Rosh Yeshiva of Ner Yisrael in Toronto. This was 

in the days when people stayed in the same Yeshiva for a long time. We learned Tanach 

with poshut pshat, if we had a question we would look in Rashi, or the Radak. Another 

five minutes every day should be dedicated to Tanach. 

 I know that many of you have strong backgrounds, but especially for someone 

from a weaker background it is important to learn halacha so that you have a basic 

knowledge of what is and isn’t muttar. There are many ways to learn halacha, my son 

gave a whole pilpul shiur tonight based on a couple of Mishna Beruras. But a person 

should spend at least a few minutes every day even learning Kitzur Shulchan Oruch. So 

five minutes each of mussar, halacha, and Tanach, and the rest of the time learning 

Gemara beiyun.  

My rebbi Rav Elya Meir Bloch was part of a chaburah in Telshe that accepted upon 

themselves to learn at least an hour every day. The rules were that they could break that 

hour into any two parts but only two parts. It could be two half-hours, ten minutes and 

fifty minutes, fifteen minutes and fourty five minutes etc. They also had to learn halacha 

as opposed to aggada. So it could be Gemara, halacha, Mishna, or even Chumash with 

Rashi, but this was separate from anything else including mussar. 

It is very important for a person not only to budget his money but also to budget his time, 

to make sure he is using the resources that Hashem gave him for the proper purpose. 

 

2) Q: If a wife consistently tells her husband that he can’t learn because 

she needs his help at home; how much should he insist? 
 

A: This is truly a difficult but important question. The Rambam paskens in Hilchos 

Ishus  Perek Tes Vav Halacha Yud Tes: 



 

, וכן ציוו חכמים שיהיה אדם מכבד את אשתו יותר מגופו  יט

ולא   .מרבה בטובתה כפי הממון, ואם יש לו ממון; ואוהבה כגופו

ולא יהיה עצב , ויהיה דיבורו עימה בנחת; יטיל עליה אימה יתרה

 .ולא רוגז

“And the Chachamim also commanded that a man should honor his wife more than 

himself, and love her like his own flesh; and if he has money he should be generous 

for her benefit according to what he can afford. And he should not impose upon her 

additional stress; and he should speak with her calmly, and he should not be sad or 

angry.” 

 

We see that Chazal could not expect someone to love anyone else more than himself but 

he can be expected to respect her more than himself. We also see that a person is 

halachikly not allowed to be sad at home. So if a person by nature is sad he needs to work 

on that midda through mussar so that he can be mekayem this halacha that you cannot be 

sad in the house. You must always be besimcha.  

 In the next halacha the Rambam says that the wife is commanded to treat her 

husband like a prince. The reason that this halacha comes first is to tell us that the 

husband must first make his wife feel as if she is a princess and then she will be able to 

treat him like a prince. When a person treats his wife properly in this way, he buys things 

for her, he isn’t sad or angry, he doesn’t create a stressful environment then she will feel 

like a princess and she will treat him like a prince. 

 Sometimes though even this is not enough; some women need their husbands to 

be mechanech them about the importance of learning. Most of the women receive this 

chinuch in school, but some still need it after they get married. If a husband works ten 

hours a day and then comes home would his wife say to him I can’t let you eat supper 

tonight because things are too hectic and I need your help? If he sleeps six hours every 

night would she tell him I need you to only sleep four because things are a mess? Of 

course not she understands that no matter how much she needs her husband’s help he 

needs to eat and he needs to sleep. For a Jewish man his learning is just as important. But 

like any chinuch it has to be consistent. If the husband comes home and spends forty-five 

minutes reading the Yated Ne’eman then he can’t tell his wife that his learning is the 

most important thing to him, she sees that it isn’t.  

 If the husband has to learn at home he should make sure that he is in a place 

where he can actually learn without being disturbed. It is best to learn with a chavrusah 

but a person needs to be able to learn on his own as well. I tell my bochurim sometimes 

we start the zman and a bochur is very upset because he doesn’t have a chavrusah, I 

always tell them that they should use it as on opportunity to work on themselves to be 

able to learn on their own. It is a very important skill. 

  



3) Q: How can we be mechanech our children in histapkus bemuat 

without the children feeling deprived? 

 

A: Children must be raised in an environment of simcha. The house should always be a 

happy place, and they should see that their parents are happy no matter what. If the 

parents show that they don’t necessarily need to have everything the their neighbors 

have; the neighbor might have a Lexus but we are happy with our four year old Ford, 

then the children will know that they don’t need to have everything that their friends have 

in order to be happy. 

 

4) Q: In today’s world where some aspects of secular culture can be so 

damaging; what should our attitude be towards seemingly neutral 

things like following sports and baseball cards? 
 

A:  I don’t believe that people should be extreme. Baseball cards are dangerous because 

they teach children to idolize the players whose characters leave much to be desired, but 

when it comes to sports it is different. I know that in Eretz Yisrael they discourage the 

chadarim and yeshivos from playing sports, but I hold that lechatchila every cheder and 

yeshiva should have a basketball court and a place for the boy’s to be physically active, 

this is very important.  

 As far as following sports I think that it is okay, and it is a bad idea for a parent to 

go to extremes. It used to be acceptable to go to a baseball game, but you must be aware 

that the experience leaves an impact. I remember going to baseball games when I was 

growing up. As a matter of fact there is one game that I went to that I still can remember 

everything about it, I wish I could remember every Tosfos with such detail instead, but I 

remember everything about this baseball game, and it was very important to me. I heard 

that Rav Scheinberg zol gesunt zein once said that he still gets a good feeling inside when 

he hears that the Yankees won. Going to a game could be very fun. But now the pritzus 

makes it impossible to go to a game anymore. The Baseball games are always in the 

summer so the women are not dressed properly. I used to let Pirchei go to Baseball 

games, and Camp Agudah Midwest also, but already twenty years ago I told them that 

they had to stop because of the pritzus. 

 With basketball and football there are women dancing which is definitely pritzus. 

A few years ago my son Rav Yisrael Menachem took me to meet Anne Newman. At that 

time she was a part owner of the Pistons, I think the team was sold since then, but she 

used to own part of the Pistons and she told me that she took some frum boys to a game 

with her to sit right on the court and they had to cover their eyes because the women were 

dancing with practically no clothing on. So going to games is no longer possible, but if a 

boy wants to listen to part of a game on the radio I think it is fine as long as the parents 

make sure that it doesn’t become an obsession. 

 

5) Q: Chazal tell us that one of the signs of Moshiach is chutzpah yasgeh; 

what is the proper chinuch approach for a child who is chutzpahdik? 
 



A: Once again it is very important for parents to create a home that is constantly filled 

with simcha. Parents should also make sure that their children see them speaking with 

derech eretz. They should speak with derech eretz to each other, they should talk 

about teachers with derech eretz, they should talk to their children with derech eretz, 

rabbanim should always be referred to with derech eretz, they should always refer to 

their competitors with derech eretz, and in this way their children will learn to speak 

with derech eretz in all situations.   

 

6) Q: Can the Rosh Yeshivah please share with us some of his 

interactions with the gedolim of yesteryear? (i.e. Rav Elya Meir 

Bloch, Rav Chatzkel Levenstein, Rav Leizer Levin, and Rav Yaakov 

Kamenetzky zichronam livracha.) 

 

A: Rav Elya Meir would often say over a vort on the Parsha we read a few weeks ago. 

When Moshe was living in Pharoh’s palace he went out and saw a Mitzri beat a Jew, he 

reacted by killing the Mitzri. He then had to run away to Midyan and only many years 

later he was able to return and redeem his brothers. Wouldn’t it have been smarter for 

Moshe to have reacted more strategically? He was a member of the royal household he 

could have been much more influential by cautiously building up his influence in the 

palace to the point where he would have been able to be an effective advocate on behalf 

of the Jewish people. Yet he seemingly threw that all away by killing one Mitzri and 

having to go into exile not knowing whether he would ever be able to help his brothers 

again. Rav Elya Meir answered that had Moshe done this he would have been an 

effective advocate but he wouldn’t have been Moshe if he wasn’t true to himself. 

 Every gadol has a particular midda where he shines and for Rav Elya Meir this 

midda of emes was where he shined. I once saw him do a similar thing. When the Chazon 

Ish was niftar he gave a hesped in one of the local shuls. It was a yesodosdike speech and 

was later published in Shiurei Daas, but there was almost no one there to hear it. He was 

very upset and felt that it was a bizayon to the gadol hador. A few weeks later the 

Yeshiva held its annual banquet. There were hundreds of people there and Rav Elya Meir 

got up in front of this captive audience and told them that he had delivered a hesped a few 

weeks ago for the Chazon Ish and thought it was a terrible avla that almost no one was 

there to hear it, to correct this avla he decided to say the hesped again, and then went on 

to deliver the hesped. I don’t think he made any friends for Telshe Yeshiva that night but 

he remained Rav Elya Meir. 

   My father’s yahrtzeit is coming up soon. He was a yasom when he arrived in 

Radin Yeshiva in 1914. Soon after he got there World War I began and the Chafetz 

Chaim decided to split up the Yeshiva and send groups of talmidim to different locations 

to wait out the war. He took my father with him, and my father lived as a ben bayis by 

him until they returned to Radin in 1920. At that time my father decided to leave to 

Kelm. There was a small Talmud Torah there with about 25 people learning in it. They 

put a very heavy emphasis on developing middos. My father spent seven years there and 

also served as a rebbi in the Mechina under Rav Elya Lopian. Subsequently he became a 

Rov in a small town in Lita and we came to America when I was six years old.  



 The Kelmer Talmud Torah was not very big but they produced many of the 

leaders of the generation. Rav Elya Lopian, Rav Chatzkel Levenstein, Rav Dessler, and 

Rav Mottel Pogromansky were all products of this amazing makom Torah. After Rav 

Chatzkel was niftar my father wrote to me saying that his ears were still ringing from the 

sound of Rav Chatzkel learning mussar for an hour every day bekol ram in Kelm. I keep 

that letter in my mussar seforim to this day. They would work on the thirteen middos 

described by Rav Yisrael Salanter in the beginning of Cheshbon Hanefesh. My father 

worked on the middah of menuchas hanefesh. He was naturally a person with pleasant 

middos but he would often tell us that he worked diligently for many years to perfect this 

middah. Even when he was taken to the hospital for a suspected heart attack I remember 

that he didn’t panic or even show any loss of control. He remained calm and matter-of-

fact throughout the whole ordeal. 

 For many years he was the Mesader Gittin here in Detroit, a job that my son has 

now taken over. In this role he saw many couples in many situations. Some get along 

very well, and some don’t. But there was one incident and I remember it well because I 

was involved where the couple was so angry with each other that the husband suddenly 

pulled out a pistol. My father did not even react, he calmly walked over and stood 

between the gun and the wife and asked the husband to please give him the gun. The 

husband was so stunned by the reaction that he handed it over, then my father gave me 

the gun and told me to bury it in the backyard. The way he handled things without letting 

his emotions get the better of him was something he worked on very hard so that he 

would have complete control over his reactions. 

 I will tell you a vort and a story about Rav Chatzkel. The Midrash Rabbah in 

Koheles says a moshol. There was a fox who found a vineyard that contained tasty 

looking fruit. The vineyard was surrounded by a fence, so the fox walked all around 

looking for a way in. He finally found a hole in the fence, but when he tried to squeeze 

through the hole it was too small for him. He fasted for three days until he got skinnier 

and was able to fit through the hole. He ate and ate until he was stuffed, but then he 

wasn’t able to fit through the hole again to get out. He had no choice so he fasted again 

for three more days, until he could fit back through the hole. When he got to the other 

side he turned back and said vineyard vineyard how good you are, and how good your 

fruits are, and everything about you is praiseworthy, but what pleasure do I get from you, 

anything that I benefited from you I had to give up. So too is this world a person can 

spend his time immersed in the pleasures of this world but before he can return his 

neshama he will have to leave all those pleasures behind in order to gain entry into the 

world to come. 

 The Midrash continues in the name of Rav Meir that when a baby is born into this 

world his hands are clenched as if to say the whole world is mine to conquer. But when a 

person dies, his hands are open as if to say I do not take anything with me into the next 

world. 

 When Rav Chatzkel was niftar I got a call from my brother-in-law Rav Chaim 

Ginzburg, he told me that the Zeide was niftar and that he had died with his fists 

clenched. When I said over this story a few years ago at a Pirchei convention the Director 

of Pirchei at the time Rav Shimon Grama jumped up and said I can testify that this story 

is true because I too was there at the time of Rav Chatzkel’s petirah and I witnessed that 



his hands were clenched. Rav Chatzkel spent his time in Olam Hazeh amassing zechusim 

that he was able to take with him to the next world. 

   


